











Forsyth and its People 





RL a 


(1852-1911 


GOMPILED BY 
Mrs. H. G. Mowry Mas. Mabel Thrift 
Miss Maud Benton 


Respectfully Dedicated 


‘to the 


LADIES AID SOCIETY OF 
THE M; Ey CHURCH 


of 


FORSYTH, UL-LINGIS 


1910 
Review Press, Decatur, IIL. 


PREFACE 


O put in permanent form a record of the people and institutions 

of Forsyth, especially of early Forsyth, while the facts are still 
to be had at first hand is the excuse for printing this little book. It is 
designed partly to commemorate these people and partly to preserve 
the facts which will become more valuable as time wears on and mem- 
ories fail. 


The record is not quite complete, since some who were asked to 
contribute failed to respond. Collecting the material cost much time 
and labor. It involved the writing of many letters, the searching of 
many records and the interviewing of many people. It is as nearly 
accurate as it could be made. 





Robert Forsyth 
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ROBERT FORSYTH 


Forsyth was named in honor of Col. Robert Forsyth, first general 
freight agent of the Illinois Central railroad. Col. Forsyth owned the 
south half of section 14, on the north half of which the village is located. 
He resided on that land before the village was established, and he was 
intimately associated with E. O. Smith who owned the north half of 
the section and platted the village. It was natural and appropriate, 
therefore, that his name should be given to the place. 


It is not clear when Col. Forsyth came to Forsyth to live, nor how 
long he remained there. The records show that he bought the land 
June 26, 1856. On Oct. 31, 1857, he executed a trust deed to Charles M. 
Smith of Chicago for the benefit of his wife. In 1865 the property was 
conveyed by warranty deed. It is stated by those who remember Col. 
IYorsyth that he lived there about a year. That must have been in the 
period between the purchase of the land and the execution of the trust 
deed. The sale of the land was coincident with Mr. Forsyth’s leaving 
the Illinois Central to become general traffic manager of the C. & E. I. 
railroad. 


Col. Forsyth built the house to the east of the Illinois Central and 
south of the village. The place attracts attention because of the number 
of evergreen trees. They were the first evergreens ever planted in this 
vicinity. 


It is unwritten history that Col. Forsyth came to that place because 
of the poor health of his wife. It was hoped that the country air would 
help her. The undrained, malarial prairie of 1856 was hardly the ideal 
health resort and Mrs. Forsyth grew worse instead of better and they 
returned to Chicago. 


Col. Forsyth is remembered by the few living in the community who 
knew him as a man of singularly pleasant manners, a most agreeable 
man to meet. The story of his life as furnished by a member of his 
family is as follows: 


Nr 


Robert Forsyth was born in Wheeling, W. Va., in 1820. He re- 
ceived such education as was given by the public schools of that time 
and after finishing his school work he took employment with the Balti- 
more & Ohio Railroad. He applied himself closely and energetically to 
the work until he became general freight agent of the road, which posi- 
tion he resigned to go with the Illinois Central in 1854. 


He was appointed general freight agent of the Illinois Central with 
offices in Chicago. He remained in that position for eleven years, the 
years when the road was striving hardest to build up a business that 
would support it. His work took him over all parts of the system and 
brought him into contact with the various employes of the road as well 
as with the public. He is best remembered for his affability and courtesy 
to every one. The humblest employe felt as much at ease in his pres- 
ence as the highest official. 


Mr. Forsyth was offered the position of general traffic manager for 
the Chicago & Eastern Tlinois Railroad in 1865 and he remained in 
that position until his death in 188s. 


Robert Forsyth was married to Miss Kate Harris of Columbus, 
Miss., in 1854. Four children were born to them, Robert, Harris, Dan- 
iel and Wallace. Mrs. Forsyth died in 1893. 


FORSYTH 


ORSYTH has been celebrated in neither song nor story. It has 
r never been the birthplace of a Shakespeare nor a Washington. 
It has never had a Waterloo nor a Gettysburg. It has never sent forth 
a transcendent genius to startle the world and shed lustre on the place 
of his beginning. It has never evolved a movement—social, moral or 
political—which has stirred the nation. It is a modest, unpretentious 
village of the plain—one of a hundred villages of the Illinois prairie— 
but it is as lovely as Goldsmith’s Auburn. 





Its people are not better nor wiser, perhaps, than their generation. 
But they are a people well worth knowing and remembering—a kindly, 
prosperous, intelligent folk, representing the highest type of sterling 
citizenship. They are hospitable to strangers, charitable to those in need 
and loyal to their town, its people and its institutions. 


The village of Forsyth is the heart of Hickory Point township, one 
of the best townships in a county which is a gem in the great corn belt 
of Illinois. The setting of Forsyth is one of the richest agricultural 
regions in the world, a land of peace and plenty and of ever increasing 
abundance. 


The village has neither manufacturing nor mining. It has never 
sought to outgrow neighboring villages. It is the township-seat, the 
grain station through which the farm products of a wide area are mar- 
keted and the source through which the supplies for a still larger neigh- 
borhood are distributed. 


Forsyth is a village of wide, well graded streets, lined with splendid 
shade trees and bordered by well built walks and boulevards. It has 
handsome, substantial and comfortable homes set in spacious yards 
ornamented with trees and shrubbery. It is essentially a village of homes 
and it is of these homes and the people that this book is designed to be a 
permanent record. 


JSOMYZAON SULYOOT—MOIA OAM SPIT 
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Forsyth owes its location, its name, and it might be said, its exist- 
ence to the Illinois Central railroad. The railroad was built through 
Macon county in 1854. As early as possible after the main track was 
built side tracks were constructed at proper intervals for the passing 
of trains and one of these side tracks was just south of the present site 
of the station at Forsyth. Tracks had to be maintained and in this un- 
settled country section houses had to be built to shelter foremen and 
hands. The section house at this point was built on the site of the 
present section house. 


‘ 


The village was platted by Edward O. Smith of Decatur and the 
surveying was’ done by the late A. T. Risley, who was then county 
surveyor. Mr. Smith had purchased of the Illinois Central the north 
half of section 14, township 17 north, range 2 east. The railroad ran 
through this half section, about ninety acres lying west of the railroad. 
It was upon this tract that he laid out the village. 


The original town consisted of eight blocks, bounded on the north 
by what is now known as the Oreana road, on the east by the Illinois 
Central right of way, on the south by Cox street, and on the west by 
Elwood street. After this the rest of the tract was platted into outlots 
of various sizes. 


The town was named for Robert Forsyth, the first general freight 
agent of the Illinois Central. Mr. Forsyth resided adjacent to the vil- 
lage for one year, 


In the year 1868 George Shaffer purchased from Mr. Smith outlot 
No. 1 and surveyed part of it into what is known as Shaffer’s addition. 
The other outlots were sold to various persons at different times, the 
last piece of property west of the railroad belonging to Mr. Smith being 
disposed of in 1885. 


The first building of any kind near the site of Forsyth was the sec- 
tion foreman’s residence. It was built in 1857, soon after the comple- 
tion of the railroad and the building of the side track near the Patterson 
farm, a half mile south of the village. 


The next building was used as a shelter for a hay press. It was 
erected during the Civil War and was used for baling hay for shipment 
to the army. 
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The first residence in Forsyth was a small house built by George 
Shaffer on the lot at the northeast corner of Elwood and Ruehl streets. 
It was a crude affair, as all the pioneer houses were, and as old resi- 
dents remember it, it consisted of two rooms and a small “lean-to” 
kitchen. In this house Mr. Shaffer conducted a small store and for a 
time kept the postoffice. The exact date of the erection of this impos- 
ing structure is not known, but it is believed to have been built before 
the town was platted, as the oldest residents say it was there when they 
came. The building was remodeled and enlarged at various times and 
it was used as a residence and store by different persons until it was 
destroyed by fire prior to 1890. 


The next two houses in Forsyth were built in 1864. One of these 
is the house now standing on the lot adjoining the Parlier property. This 
house was built by Gordon Songer and formerly stood on the next lot 
south. The other house built that year is the one now owned and oc- 
cupied by Mrs. H. C. Mowry. There is a difference of opinion as to 
which of these houses was built first, although it is agreed that they were 
built the same year, probably one in the spring and the other in the fall. 


The school house was built in the summer of 1864 and was com- 
pleted in time for the opening of the winter term. The next house in 
order was the house now owned and occupied by Eric Klitz. This was 
built for a hotel, probably by James Fenner. At least Mr. Fenner con- 
ducted a hotel there for some time. 


The building in the extreme south block and lot adjoining the [h- 
nois. Central railroad and known as the “Red Front” because it was 
painted that color, was built the same year as the Fenner hotel. In 
this building was located the first Forsyth postoffice, which was in charge 
of N. T. Fitch as postmaster. Mr. Fitch also conducted a grocery and 
occupied a part of the building as a residence. 


Other buildings came in frequent order and in 1875 many of the 
houses now standing were erected. In, or just prior to, that year were 
built the house now owned and occupied by I. V. B. Crowl, the one south 
of it now owned by W. M. Cox, and the one owned by Patrick Burns, 
torn down in 1909. Two houses were built across the street where the 
Ewing corn cribs now stand—both moved away years ago, one to make 
a part of what is now the Elwood McKinley house. What became of 
the other is unknown. The Plank residence and blacksmith shop, the 
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V. T. Hays residence, used as a store for many years by Petsch, Cline, 
Parkhurst and others, the east part of V. W. Benton’s store building and 
the house which is now occupied by I. A. Martin which was built by 


Philip Riser, who occupied it as a residence for forty years before 
his death. 


The house occupied by Mrs. Orr was built by William Irwin and 
was occupied as a dwelling and grocery until his removal to Nebraska. 





Ruehl Street 


The house owned by L. Bowden was built as a residence by Charles 
Ruehl a short time after his becoming a resident of Forsyth. 


Since 1875 the village has grown steadily. The present year has 
seen as many new houses erected as are to be found in many a town of 
much greater size. 
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METHODIST CHURCH 


Religious services were held in the dwellings of the scattered settlers 
by various circuit riders until the school houses were built. The school 
house in Forsyth was used by various denominations. The present 
Baptist church in Oreana was organized in the Forsyth school house, 
and when Oreana was: laid out the society moved to that place. 


In 1866 the Methodist society was organized by H. S. Tryon and 
services were held in the school house regularly until the erection of 
the present building in 1868. The dedicatory sermon was delivered by 
Presiding Elder W. Travis. The first pastor in charge of the new 
church was Rev. A. Semple. 


Among the members at that time these names are recalled: Mary 
Ross, Joseph and Curtis Ray, Pauline Redmon, Jennie Songer, Emily 
Lee, Isabel Simon, Rebecca Baxter and Mary S. Stewart. 


Among the pastors stationed here were the following: M. A. 
Price, A. Semple, S. H. Whitlock, J. W. Crane, T. J. N. Sim- 
mons, G. Hines, W. R. Howard, W. P. Atkinson, S. H. Huber, W. A. 
Reynolds, Frank C. Reed, H. F. Cusic, G. Cunningham, J. A. Burks, 
J. G. Jeffers, F. C. Buck, Bert Cunningham, E. J. Longbrake, H. F. 
Powell, J. B. Pollock, C. W. Clark and Oscar Stewart. 


The church supports a flourishing Sunday school. A Ladies’ Aid 
Society was organized in 1906 with Mrs. John H. McKinley as presi- 
dent. This society meets weekly and is a valuable aid to the church. It 
has a membership of thirty-four. 
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H. CGC. MOWRY 


Once in a while a man passes from among us leaving behind him a 
great deal of himself, not merely an influence but a personality so tangi- 
ble that we actually feel his presence long after he is gone. He has 
added definitely to the essential quality of human life in that community, 
has made it broader, deeper, purer. Perhaps we may not realize this 
until after the man has passed. In the intimacies of daily life the fore- 
ground of our view is so occupied by familiar trivialities that we over- 
look the qualities of real value in those about us. This, indeed, is the 
rule and not the exception. We say the good things of a man after he 
has gone becattse we never see them in a clear light until then. 


Henry C. Mowry was a man of whom it may be said that it was 
well that he lived. Any man who knew him feels mentally and spir- 
itually richer for that acquaintance. The community as a whole was 
benefitted, the world at large is better. He was a broad-gauge, high- 
minded, cultured, courteous gentleman. He was a neighbor whose help- 
fulness was felt rather than seen or heard. He lived a long life crowded 
with varied activities and he always did his part, did it so well that he 
left high incentives for those who followed, did it so cleanly and fairly 
that he added materially to the sum of living. He was always held in 
high esteem, yet so unassuming, so unobtrusive was he that it is doubtful 
if he was ever estimated at his real worth. Some who knew him well 
have expressed regret that his lot in life had not been such that talents 
of lis kind might have had wider recognition. It is doubtful if Mr. 
Mowry’s ambitions would have chosen any other career, it is doubtful 
if any life could have been more fruitful than the one he led.. 


Mr. Mowry was a man of marked ability. He was well read, well 
informed and was an excellent off-hand speaker. A fact which may not 
be generally known is that he studied law in the office of Senator George 
I’. Hoar until his sight became impaired. He once represented his dis- 
trict in the Rhode Island Legislature and held other positions of honor 
and trust. 


He was for two years president and two years secretary of the 
Illinois Grain Dealers’ Association. He was a Democrat, was active in 
ry 


politics, and always stood high in the councils of his party, but he never 
sought political preferment for himself. He represented his township 
on the county board and was always active and progressive in the 
affairs of the community. 


He was always helpful in the community and many a young farmer 
has had occasion to feel grateful for advice and assistance. He was a 
vital force for fairness, cleanness and progress. 


Henry C. Mowry was born in Smithfield, R. I., March 1, 1835, in 
the same house in which his father and three generations before him 
were born. Mr. Mowry was only seven years old when his father died. 
At that age he found employment in the cotton mills, receiving seventy- 
five cents a day. He was a faithful worker and learned the business so 
thoroughly that when only 16 years old he was appointed overseer of the 
Smithfield mills and had from thirty to sixty employes under him. Later 
he worked as clerk in a clothing store and still later in a lumber yard. 
THe was in this place when the Civil War broke out. 


On Aug. 17, 1861, he enlisted in the First Rhode Island Infantry 
and was made sergeant in Company K. This was the first regiment of 
which Burnside had charge and the first regiment that entered Wash- 
ington. 


Mr. Mowry fought at Bull Run, Roanoke, Newbury and Fredericks- 
burg. Huis only wound in the war was a slight one in the left leg from a 
spent ball. When in 1862 he recetved his final discharge he was acting 
as lieutenant but was never commissioned. 


Returning to Smithfield Mr. Mowry became a mail agent on the 
Providence & Wooster Railroad, a position to which he had been ap- 
pointed before going into the army. He held that position until 1867, 
when he came to Macon county and located at Forsyth. There he built 
an elevator and cribs and opened a grain office for Dexter Clark of 
Rhode Island. In 1869 he went to Mattoon and engaged in the same 
business for the firm of Day, Sprague & Co., of Providence, R. L., 
having entire charge of their western department. 


In 1878 he moved his headquarters to Decatur, but in that same year 
he returned to Forsyth and made that his home. He died in Forsyth 
Feb. 10, 1908. 


Mr. Mowry was married Aug. 22, 1872, to Henrietta Flood. Mrs. 
Mowry now resides in Forsyth. There were two children, Albert E., who 
resides in Chicago, and Alfred Henry, who died six years of age. 
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EDWARD O. SMITH 


Edward O. Smith was born near Baltimore, Montgomery county, 
Maryland, April 15, 1817. His father dying while Edward was quite 
young he made his home with his grandmother until he was fifteen years 
of age, when he went to Washington City, where he clerked in a store 
during the greater part of Jackson’s administration. 


In the fall of 1834 he started to Ohio with nineteen dollars in his 
pocket and all his possessions in a knapsack on his back. He followed 
the old National Road across the Allegheny Mountains to Springfield, 
Ohio, where he apprenticed himself to a Mr. Samuel Price to learn the 
carpenter’s trade. 


He contracted a disease of the throat while working at his trade in 
Ohio that compelled him to go farther west in search of different climate. 
He worked for a time in Montezuma, Ind., and in Terre Haute, and in 
1837 arrived in Decatur. Plenty of work was to be obtained there. His 
first undertaking was the construction of D. L. Allen’s house on North 
Water street and in the fall of the same year (1837) built the old Macon 
House on the east side of the park. The next winter he erected the 
Spangler mill east of Decatur. He was then only twenty years old, but 
had during this short time made a reputation as a good business man 
as well as a mechanic. He worked at his trade until 1853 when he made 
his first visit to California. He raised a company of thirty-nine men and 
made the trip across the plains in one hundred days. He stayed in Cal- 
ifornia three years before he came back to Decatur. 


He invested 1n property on Water street and on South Park street 
and began at once to improve it. He started on his second trip to Cali- 
fornia in 1858, remained until 1861, when he returned to Decatur and 
shortly after was elected mayor. 


He represented his district in the Illinois Constitutional Convention 
in 1847 and in 1848 was elected to the State Senate, where he took active 
part in carrying through necessary legislation to enable the Illinois Cen- 
tral Railroad company to construct its road. 


His first wife was Miss Harriet Krone, whom he married May 18, 
1843. By this union there were ten children. Mrs. Smith died Jan. 13, 
1867. He married the second time, Mrs. Catherine Hildman of Peoria, 
Iil., April 15, 1869. By this union he had one child. He moved to Cali- 
fornia in 1870, where he resided until his death at his home March 8, 1892. 
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George Shaffer 





GEORGE SHAFFER 


We are unable to furnish an extended sketch of Mr. Shaffer. We 
do not know where he was born nor when he came to Forsyth, but the 
oldest residents say he was here prior to the laying out of the village. 
He was engaged in the grocery business and was postmaster for a short 
time. | 


His daughter, Mrs. George A. Dalziel, of Alta, Iowa, furnishes these 
few facts concerning him: “He was born Novy. 5, 1828; married March 
6, 1857. I do not know when he came to Forsyth, but we moved to 
Iowa in March, 1875. He died in Carthage, Mo., Oct. 7, 1902, and is 
buried there.” 


ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD 


The track was built through the site of Forsyth in 1854 and 
shortly after the side track was constructed. The stop was opposite the 
present David Patterson farm, then the farm of Robert Forsyth. The 
only station accommodation was a platform placed alongside the track. 





Section House 


Some years later Charles Ruehl was appointed the first agent and 
his grain office was used as a depot. It continued to be used as such 
until about 1890, when the present depot was erected. 


Mr. Ruehl was agent for the railroad company at Forsyth for 
twenty-four years and for a number of years his son, Ernst Ruehl, was 


the telegraph operator. 
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I; OF O28 e-Ball 


Forsyth Lodge No. 700 was instituted by Dove Lodge of Warrens- 
burg in the hall over McMillen & Weilepp’s grocery store Jan. 4, 1882. 
The charter members were: H. C. Mowry, Edward Weilepp, D. B. 
McKay, Joseph G. Jones, William Weilepp, J. H. Lehman, Robert L. 
Albin, Eber Majors, T. R. Noble, David Weilepp, Christian Riser, David 
Stewart, James C. McMillan, George W. Lehman, James B. Good, H. M. 
Irwin, James Hockaday, Benjamin B. Hockaday, J. J. McGuire, N. P. 
Compton and H. H. Pharis. 


Two years later they erected a hall one block north on the same 
street. This hall was occupied by the lodge until 1909, when they built 
the present commodious and comfortable structure. The lodge now has 
a membership of over 100 and is in a very flourishing condition. 

ZS 


INDEPENDENT ORDER OF GOOD TEMPLARS 


The lodge of the Independent Order of Good Templars was insti- 
tuted Oct. 20, 1883, by Deputy A. F. Smith of Decatur, with the fol- 
lowing officers : 


tonte Otel <'.5 3 at ince Cw ot aks ame a E. B. Mason 
Wise DOr Gace ew hers. 2 eb aw bee Jennie Hall 
PUSCISCA OR OTA TY ae. ws nig s Mindy oo w ee D. B. McKay 
awa. SECVeUAlY nq gees a eee ee £4 ee Marion Erwin 
aia ek we oe baw eld ane TER. Ernest Ruehl 
re ES, % ak py ob eT A he we eee Elsie McMillan 
WRAESIIAN cof vies cs 83s ees Ke eOtae eas Grant Hockaday 
Pept y ler etal 528 255 crscie vintane Bienes  invty ete een B Ollie Yost | 
a iin so Ves ees eS ies es Hulda Mason 
SOMTCl. 6 Mk sh ee ahs dee eee Row ees Grant Moon 
Rights ciatid: OUP pOriet oS coe awe as Rg so Cora Moon 
EIOLE EIS “OND POCUES a) p x0 Wma, von wm Jennie Erwin 
Past iMiekn LeMmplars «cela She ws s eS eS oe Patrick Burns 
LOGS <DEPALy cc sau ok WPS ON Stes aes Henrietta Mowry 


After an existence of eighteen years, marked by good work and 
good influence, especially among the young people, because of the scat- 
tering of its members the lodge disbanded Oct. 22, IgoI. 


In the treasury of the lodge at this time remained the sum of $35.08 
which it was voted to donate for the purpose of founding a library as a 
memorial of Forsyth Lodge, No. 205, I. O. G. T. On the same evening 
of Oct. 22, 1901, a meeting was held in the old I. O. O. F. hall for the 
purpose of forming a library association. Mrs. H. C. Mowry, Dr. J. R. 
Kenton, Mrs. Mabel Thrift, Maud Benton and Miss Mary Parkhurst were 
elected a library board. Mrs. H. C. Mowry was selected as president and 
Mary Parkhurst as librarian. Mrs. Mabel Thrift and Miss Maud Ben- 
ton were appointed a committee to select and purchase books and Dr. 
Kenton a committee to procure cases for the same. These committees 
did their work promptly and the library was opened to the public Noy. 
16, I9OT. 


After an existence of a little over two years the library was closed 
on Feb. 1, 1904, because of a seeming lack of interest on the part of the 
people. At this time there were 230 books in possession of the library. 
These books are being kept in good condition in the hope of reviving 
the work at some time. 

26 


MODERN WOODMEN OF AMERICA 


Butler Camp was organized May 20, 1892, with a membership of 
thirty. It is in a flourishing condition and has a present membership 
of forty-two. 


STARLIGHT LODGE, KNIGHTS OF PYTHIAS 
No. 235 


Was organized Jan. 8, 1890, with the following charter members: 


D. M.. Parkhurst 
J. ©. McMillan 
Hillard Worthington 
Frank Wolf 
George Nicholson 
G. W. Drury 
Henry Chenoweth 
William Reeser 
Frank Bainter 
Ray Hays 

D. Stewart 
Frank Priest 

Ss. B. Stewart 
Alfred Bainter 
Grant Hockaday 
Chas. Cressler 
James L. Miller 
V. W. Benton 
George Zeigler 
EB; elder 
Robert L. Albin 
John H. McKinley 


George Bowles 
H. C. Mowry 
Chris Riser 

John Southwick 
Fred Hahn 

G. B. Butler 
Julius Kinderlin 
Perry Reynolds 
Eugene Peltier 
George Brayden 
Frank Hockaday 
Ernst Ruehl 
Frank W. Stewart 
John Seegrest 
Jacob Lehman 
sol. Z. Weigel 
Charles A. Thrift 
Daniel Gillen 
John F. Schroll 
W. F. Hoover 
John Schroll 
Ellsworth Matheny 


The installing officer was A. T. Grist, D. D. G. C., of Coeur de Leon 


Lodge of Decatur. 


The lodge is in a flourishing condition and has a membership of fifty. 


POSTMASTERS 


The Third Assistant Postmaster General, Mr. C. P. Grandfield, 
kindly furnishes from the records at Washington a complete list of the 
postmasters of Forsyth, with the date of appointment of each. The 
list is as follows: 


POTOVUNG.: oud ws. pea. Nathan 2. Fiteh. . oo.<ns%s July 17, 1865 
Sou ded iwO-eaies George Shaffer........... mept, 3; 1867 
mA.) ease ade ses John. J. Reente. «2.0.6. ce.<. Oct. 2, 1867 
ae Wea Red mass es George W. Swim.......... April 7, 1868 
rn, . es nee Saws & sosepn:. Barbers ¢ occ os ies Aug. 24, 1869 
pe ne ee Josepia Ky 1kie@s a0 wens ex os June 9, 1871 
M.S 8 st ked tev nd Sep Simon D, Smith.......... Aug. 14, 1871 
a %, ote Bera adie, » Edward Weilepp.......... Jan. 24, 1873 
Ma tT fee a a March 25, 1874 
. 1, @geureeeerads Edward Weilepp.........Aug. 25, 1879 
ee re TT eee Victor W. Benton........ Feb. 14, 1881 
Te. ese Ve oe Pe AoC). cag eee Se: | er July 13, 1885 
Name of P. O. changed to 
Forsyth secgl muti aaewaene Josep Cy dal). oscatsiaessc May 5, 1886 
a eee Victor W.. Benton. ......-.Avpril 5, 1880 
Te St, sitcom ee Daniel M. Parkhurst..... April 13, 1893 
a? Bp aE es oh Eee wre Victor W. Benton........ April 16, 1897 


BLACKSMITHS 


The first blacksmith was William Eppler, who sold to a Mr. Oiler, 
who sold to David Plank. The next one in order was V. T. Hays, and 
aiter his death the place was filled by these in turn: H. L. Strain, Roy 
Lehew and Arthur McCord. 


BUILDING CONTRACTORS 


Harmon Bros. are the leading firm in that line and do most of the 
work in this community. 


Theodore and Lee Hays are also in the business and have been suc- 
cessful in all their undertakings. 
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THE SCHOOL 


The first school building in Forsyth was the present school building, 
which was erected in 1864. The district was then much larger than at 
present and included several sections of land outside of Forsyth. 


The first teacher was Rufus Crossman, who taught the winter 
term of 1864-5, and was followed by Miss Ellen McCann, who taught 
the spring term. The names of many prominent citizens appear in the 
list of pupils who attended that first school. There were the Durfees, 
Walkers, Stewarts, Songers, Risers, Ghers, McKinleys, Lehmans and 
Rays. 


The branches taught were Arithmetic, Reading, Writing, Grammar, 
Flistory, Geography and Spelling. The teacher’s salary depended large- 
ly on the number of children attending school and was therefore a var- 
lable quantity. The highest salary which Mr. Crossman received any 
month of this first term was $40 and the lowest $20. 


The following teachers were at different times in charge of the 
school: Mr. Sherrick, Mr. Phillips, Mr. Maxwell, Mr. Cole, tT Sec. 
Cussins, Sarah Baxter, James C. McMillan, Esther McKinley, Clara 
Plank, William Givler, Charles C. Bear, Lillian McDermott, Miss Jessie 
Spencer, Miss Cornell, A. H. Humphrey, Mr. Lehman, J. E. Nicholls, 
E. T. Coleman, H. C. Wheeler, L. Bible, Inez Dingman, D. Parkhurst, 
S. A. D. Gray, William Benton, Mabel Thrift, Frank Kammerer, Stella 
Kell, Eve Dills, Martha Carney, Ruth Shewmaker, William J. Kelley, 
Daniel File and Anna C. Browning. 


Miss Laura Plank and Miss Mary Parkhurst conducted a private 
school during one summer. 
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GRAIN DEALERS 


The first grain buyer in Forsyth was the [linois Central railroad. 
As is well known, the Illinois Central became by the terms of the charter 
the largest land owner. in Illinois. The most pressing need of the [lh- 
nois Central after the road was built was to develop business for it, and 
to do this 1t was necessary to put the land along the line of railroad into 
cultivation. The land was sold to settlers and the railroad company 
took grain in payment. 





Soon after the town was laid out N. T. Fitch entered into the busi- 
ness of buying grain in addition to conducting a store and the postoffice. 
He was followed by Dexter Clark, Charles Ruehl, Day, Sprague & Co., 
and Ritchie Bros. The style of the firm of Day, Sprague & Co. was 
later changed to Day, Sons & Co. This concern bought out the elevator 
and business of Charles Ruehl and built a new elevator. H. C. Mowry 
was the local representative of Day, Sons & Co., who were residents of 
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Rhode Island. Some years later the business and plant was sold to J. B. 
Good of Bearsdale, who conducted the business for a few years, when he 
sold to the Crocker Elevator company of Maroa. L. Bowden came to 
Forsyth as manager for the new company. Some years later the plant 
was sold to the Shellabarger Elevator company of Decatur, Mr. Bowden 
remaining as manager. 


The new owners have increased the business in the five years in 
which they have owned it, adding coal, lumber, cement, roofing, fence 
posts, wire, paints, oils and mill feeds. 


GENERAL STORES 


Forsyth for a town of its size has good stores that always were 
favored with splendid patronage. 


The first storekeeper in the town was George Shaffer, whose place 
of business was on the lot now occupied by the Interurban depot. Some 
years later Joseph Rue went into business, followed by A. G. Benton, 
who was in turn succeeded by his son, Victor W. Benton, who was in 





V. W. Benton’s General Store 
OZ 


business the longest of any storekeeper in the town. He has recently 
disposed of his business to his son, Arthur G., thus making the third 
generation of merchants in the same building. 


George Shaffer disposed of his business to John R. Shaw & Son, 
who sold to 8S. R. Gher, who disposed of the store to Edward Weilepp, 
who, after doing business there for two years, disposed of the stock to 


J. C. Hall, who was in charge until the building was destroyed by fire 
prior to 1890. 7 | 





The Economy Store—E. B. Collins, Proprietor 


The building now known as the “Bungaloo” restaurant, pool room 
and what not. was built by Weilepp & McMillan for a grocery store 
and for a number of years they did good business in that place. 


Mr. Edward Weilepp sold out to his partner and E. B. Mason, who 
for some years continued in business. After McMillan’s death the busi- 
ness was sold and since then a number of persons have been in business. 
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J. C. McMillan was succeeded by Cooper & Roby. They sold to 
Jerome Shisler, who sold to Bartlett, Seegrest & Co., and after a year or 
two they sold to Edward Davis, who disposed of the stock at auction. 


The room was vacant for a year and then Joseph Cooper put in a 
stock of goods and after a year or two sold to George Melhorn, and he 
sold to Frank Kohler. The business was allowed to run down until 
there was practically nothing left. Since then the building has been 
used by various persons for a restaurant and billiard hall. 


The building occupied by the Economy Store was built by “The 
Shellabarger Elevator Co.” in 1906. A large stock was put in and the 
business was conducted for the company by Ed C. Davis. Some time 
after, Stadler & Myers took charge and conducted the business until 
the sale to A. W. Hendricks, who sold to the present proprietor, E. B. 
Collins. 


There were other stores at different times in Forsyth. Mr. Petsch 
was located in the V. T. Hays building for a number of years, followed 
by a man named Cline, who in turn was succeeded by Wm. Seegrist. 


PHYSICIANS 


Dr. Baxter built the house now owned by Mrs. H. C. Mowry and 
lived in it and practiced for a year or two prior to his decease. 


He was followed by Dr. McCarty and Dr. Deal. These evidently 
did not stay long for nothing of note is remembered about them. 


Dr. McBride lived on a farm near the village for some time prior 
to his removal to Oreana. 


Dr. J. C. Hall came to pect te in the 80’s and practiced his pro- 
fession for some years. 


Dr. J. F. Allen was here for a year prior to his settling in War- 
rensburg. 


Dr. G. W. Drury was established here for some time and was fol- 
lowed by Dr. J. R. Kenton, now located in Raymond, IIl. 

Dr. Donovan, from Lovington, was here for a short time. 

Dr. L. N. Lindsey, the present resident physician, has a lucrative 
and growing practice and is respected by all for both his ability as a 
practitioner and his sterling qualities as a man. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL 


JOHN ANDERSON—Born near Guttenberg, Sweden, July 22, 1850. Came 
to America in 1875. Worked in the rolling mills in Decatur for six years, 


then removed to Forsyth and worked for the Illinois Central Railroad company 
for seven years. 


He married Miss Ruby Rogers July 31, 1881, and had issue: Minnie, wife 
of Henry Ray, of Decatur; Ina, wife of Lee Hays, of Forsyth; Earl and Alma. 


WILLIAM BAINTER—Born in Coshocton county, Ohio, Sept. 14, 1826. 

His father moved to Lafayette, Ind., when William was twelve years old, 
His father moved to Lafayette, Ind., when William was twelve years old, 
making the trip with ox teams. He stayed with his parents until he was twenty- 
one years old and then came to Decatur, making the trip on horseback. One 
year later he returned to his old home in Indiana and after a year’s stay there 
came again to Decatur. 


He was united in marriage with Miss Nancy Braswell September 28, 1851, 
in Decatur. The second year after his marriage he was engaged in the business 
of stock drover, making many trips to St. Louis. He followed farming on the 
Robert Smith farm southwest of Decatur for the next twenty years. In 1869 
he and his family drove through to Coffey county, Kansas, where they lived 
for six years, then returned to Macon county and lived east of Decatur for five 
years, then moved to Forsyth, where Mrs. Bainter died, April 20, 1891. Mr. 
Bainter survived his wife for a number of years, passing away July 28, 1905. 


Mr. Bainter had a family of nine children: Lucy, Laura and Henry died 
in infancy; John and Alfred died after reaching manhood; Frank, Effie, Mary 
and Sarah are now living. 


RTHUR G. BENTON—Born Sept. 9, 1825, near Columbus, Ohio. On 

Jan. 14, 1847, at French Grant, Ohio, he was married to Elizabeth Kettle. 
Of this union eight children were born: Chiron, born Feb. 10, 1848, died April 
16, 1849; Ida Inez, born April 2, 1850, married Harvey Humphrey and is now 
living near Leeds, Kans.; Franklin, born Feb. 26, 1852, died in Iowa, Dec. 2, 
1874; Victor, born Sept. 26, 1854, now living in Forsyth, Ill.; William, born 
Feb. 14, 1856, died June 15, 1856; Stella, born April 24, 1858, married Frank 
Hoover, and lives near Macon, Ill.; Arthur Eugene, born Dec. 25, 1860, died 
April 9, 1861; Lizzie Iola, born Oct. 30, 1863, married Arthur Barber and is 
now living in Decatur. 
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Mr. Benton owned and operated a grocery store in Sugar Grove, Ohio, 
where Novy. 7, 1862, his wife died and is buried in Powell, Ohio. 


Soon after his marriage, Feb. 26, 1864, to Miss Emma Rutherford he moved 
to Illinois and engaged in farming until 1878, when he again entered the gro- 
cery business at Forsyth. After a number of years the business was sold and 
he lived a retired life until his death on May 12th, 1894. 


W. BENTON—Born at Beechtown, Ohio, Sept. 26, 1854. During early 
childhood he lived at Sugar Grove and Lancaster, both in Ohio. After the 
death of his mother he was sent to his father’s brother, Lyman, and that was 
his home until the remarriage of his father, when he returned to Sugar Grove, 
where his father owned a grocery. 


Mr. Benton remembers W. T. Sherman, who spent much time in the store 
at that time. 


In 1867 he accompanied his father to Illinois, making the journey in a 
wagon and stopping at Ashley on the way to Harristown. 


In 1875 he united in marriage with Miss Nettie Stewart. Seven children 
have been born to them: Maud, a music teacher of Forsyth; Lyman, bank 
cashier, of Cassody, Kans.; Albert, a farmer near Forsyth; Arthur and Robert, 
engaged in business with their father; Fred, a student of the Illinois State 
University at Urbana, and Edna, a student at Normal. 


In 1880, after several years of farming, Mr. Benton entered the grocery 
business at Forsyth, Ill.. and continued in this work ever since. 


ANDREW J. BIXLER—Born in Cumberland county, Pennsylvania, May 31, 

1838. Came to Illinois when a young man. He enlisted in Co. H, 63rd 
Volunteer Infantry, at Decatur, IIl., in 1864, and served until the close of the 
war, being honorably discharged at Louisville, Ky., July 13, 1865. He was 
married to Miss Lavinia Lehman Dec. 10, 1868, and went to housekeeping on 
_a farm east of Forsyth. To them were born, Daisy, Harry, Annie, Clara, Etta, 


Goldie and John. 
Mr. Bixler died Aug. 25, 1885. His widow now resides in Decatur. 


YNDEN P. BOWDEN—Born in Maroa, Ill., July 25, 1874. His father 

came to Macon county from near Harrisburg, Pa., when a young man, and 
married Miss Susan Crandall of Maroa, Ill, in 1862. Her great grandfather 
Crandall-was a native of Scotland and was exiled for taking up arms against 
the English. Her father. Washton Crandall, was a United Brethren circuit 
rider, filling pulpits all over northern Macon and southern Dewitt counties. 


Lynden P. was educated in the public schools of Maroa and went to work 
for the Crocker Elevator company of Maroa at the age of 17 years as elevator 
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man. When 19 years of age he entered the employ of the Illinois Central 
railroad as brakeman between Clinton and Centralia and was injured by falling 
from an engine May 22, 1894. 


After his recovery he again entered the employ of the Crocker Elevator 
company and worked at the various elevators operated by that company at 
Birkbeck, Oreana, Cisco and Lanes. On July 1, 1901, he came to Forsyth as 
manager of the elevator for the same company, remaining till the sale of the 
property to the Shellabarger Elevator Co. of Decatur in 1905. He retained 
the position of manager under the new owners and has continued in that 
capacity since. The increased business enjoyed by that flourishing concern is 
largely due to his courtesy and energy. 


He was married to Miss Effie I. Gaddy of Olney, Ill., on Dec. 8, 1897. 
They have two children, Ingred Louise, born Dec. 14, 1899, and Harriet D., 
born July 5, 1904. 


Mr. Bowden is a member of the Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias, the 
Maccabees and the Encampment. He was alderman from the third ward in 
Maroa for two years. He served as chairman of the Republican committee of 
Hickory Point township and was an able and efficient school director for a 
number of years. 


He lives in the Charles Ruehle property, which Mr. Bowden purchased 


in 1909. 


ATRICK BURNS—Born Novy. 11, 1834, in Parish Ardarah, County Done- 
gal, [reland. Came to America in 1864 and worked in the coal mines and 
on railroads in Pennsylvania until 1866, when he came to Decatur, IIll., and 
worked fourteen years for the Illinois Central Railroad company. In 1877 he 


moved to Forsyth and lived there until 1908, when he moved to Decatur, where 
he died in 1910. 


He married Miss Grace Boyle in Ireland, Feb. 10, 1859. They had issue: 
Patrick, Mary and John. These children died after reaching maturity. Mrs. 
Burns died in Forsyth Aug. 2, 1901. 


G B. BUTLER—Born near Fredonia, Ky., Oct. 11, 1842. Reared on a farm 

* and educated in the public schools and at Mt. Zion academy, Mt. Zion, 
Ill. He married Miss Emma Sawyer Nov. 29, 1866. They resided in Ken- 
tucky until 1885, when they came to Illinois and to the farm near Forsyth. In 
1908 they moved to Forsyth, where they are now living a retired life. 


They had five children born to them: Mary Alice, born 1870, died 1872: 
Ella, born 1873, married Frank Majors and lives near Warrensburg, i71.* Flora, 
_ born 1875, married Frank W. Stewart and now living near Douglas, Kans.; Ina, 
born 1880, married Elwood McKinley and living near Forsyth; Carl, born 1884, 
married to Miss Julia Simpson and now residing on the homestead near For- 
syth. 
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OHN CHRISTY—Born in Belmont county, Ohio, in 1852. Moved to Iowa 

when eight years old. Came to Macon county in 1872. Worked as a farm > 
hand until his marriage in 1883 to Miss Frances Brett. From that time he 
farmed near Decatur until 1904, when he retired from active life and moved to 
Forsyth, where he now resides. 


OSEPH COOPER—Born in Hardin county, Ohio, Feb. 14, 1845, and was 

reared on a farm. He enlisted in Co. B, 176th Ohio Vol. Inf., in 1864 and 
served until the close of the war. He was married to Miss Mary Brown in 
1865 and two years later came to Macon county, Ill. He worked for C. P. 
Thatcher as a farm hand for a number of years and then rented a farm and 
conducted farming and stock raising until about fifteen years ago, when he 
retired to his present residence in Forsyth. 


They had issue as follows: Nettie, Frank, James, Herman, Nellie, Carl, 
Blanche and Hubert. 


WILLIAM M. COX—Born in Winchester, Scott county, Ill., Jan. 6, 1850. 
His father came to Macon county five years later and purchased from 

the Illinois Central Railroad Co. the farm now known as the Rainey farm, 

southeast of the village, where the subject of this sketch grew to manhood. 


He married Cynthia Brett, Sept. 16, 1874. For several years they lived on 
their farm south of Forsyth, where their two daughters were born, Stella 
and Maude. 


In the spring of 1880 they sold their farm and moved to Kansas, where 
they lived for twelve years. They returned to Illinois in 1892 and for some 
years followed farming on the A. J. Hanks farm, north of Forsyth. In 1907 
they moved to Forsyth, where they now reside. 


R. G. W. DRURY—Son of George and Penelope (Evans) Drury, who 

were early settlers of Morgan county, where the doctor was born in 1853. 
He was reared on a farm in Morgan and Macon counties, attending school at 
Centre Ridge and Forsvth, finishing the common school course. Later he 
began the study of medicine in the Missouri Medical College, graduating in 
1882. He began practice in Forsyth immediately after, moved to Oreana in 
1884, then to Decatur in 1887, where he served as County Physician one year, 
and in 1890 moved to Forsyth, where he remained until 1899, when he moved 
to Decatur and remained until his death in 1908. 


He married his first wife, Ruth Lehman, in 1879. She died in Oreana in 
1885. He married Daisy Bixler in 1886. She died in Decatur in 1908. 
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OWARD ERWIN—Born in Muskingum county, Ohio, January 5, 1857. 

Came to Illinois with his brother, Thompson, in 1870 and in 1875 came to 
Forsyth. In 1880 he married Jesse Tilton. Four children were born to them: 
Edith, Leslie, Edgar and Charles. In 1900 he moved to Decatur, where he 
was employed by John Washburn, the grocer, until the present year, when he 
moved to a farm in Christian county, Ill. 


“THOMPSON ERWIN—Born in Muskingum county, Ohio, in 1855. Came 

to Cumberland county, Illinois, in 1870, and four years later moved to 
Forsyth. In 1881 he was united in marriage with. Ada Babcock. Three. chil- 
dren were born to them: Olive, Mary and Hobart. Mr. Erwin now lives in 
Decatur. 


LEASANT H. HAWKINS—Born in Bartholomew county, Indiana, in 1839, 

Educated in the public schools and reared on a farm. In 1860 he married 
Samantha Howard and to them were born the following children: Sarah, 
Mellvin, Didama, John, Jacob, Pleasant, Eva, Elba, Ellis and Ethel. He 
moved with his family to Macon county in 1889 and followed farming until 
1895, when he moved to Fayette county, Ill. In 1900 he bought his present 
home in Forsyth and moved into it, where he now resides. 


Mr. Hawkins enlisted in Co. F, 40th Ill. Vol. Inf., in 1861. He was en- 
gaged in the battle of Shiloh, where he was struck three times by spent balls. 
Fle took part in the operations around Vicksburg and started with Sherman 
through Georgia, but his term of enlistment expiring, he was returned to 
Springfield, Ill., and discharged from the service. 


V T. HAYS—Born in Indiana. Learned the trade of blacksmith at Ox- 

* ford, Indiana. Married to Elizabeth Parker and had two sons, Guy and 
Ray. The mother dying while the children were young, the father came to 
Illinois, where for a number of years he worked at his trade. He was 
united in marriage to Miss Rachel Lehew in 1877. To this union were born 
three sons, Lee, Leslie and Cecil, the latter two dying in infancy. 


He moved to Forsyth about twenty years ago and until his death was en- 
gaged in working at his trade. He died Oct. 2, 1903. 


GAMUEL C. HORNBACK—Born in Flemingsburg, Bath county, Ky., in 

1818. Came to Illinois in 1832. Married Miss Margaret Johnson in Ken- 
tucky early in the same year. 

They located on a farm northwest of Decatur. To them were born nine 
children, many of them being residents of Forsyth. Among the number we 
note: 

Abram—Born 1833, married to Margaret Gebford of Macon county. 

Isaac—Born 1838, married Miss Martha Hyde of Menard county. 

John—Born 1853. married Theressa J. Stone of Macon county. 
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AMES L. KENTON —Born near Rushville, Ind., Jan. 27, 1837. When 

twelve years of age he moved with his parents to Rushville, where he at- 
tended the public schools. He learned the trade of brick mason and worked 
as a journeyman until 1862 when he enlisted in the 22nd Indiana Battery under 
Capt. B. F. Denning and went to the front, where he took part in the opera- 
_ tions in Tennessee. He was transferred to the cavalry department and chased 
John Morgan for nine days and _ nights through Kentucky. He relates an 
interesting story concerning that chase after Morgan, as follows: “We rode 
into Lexington, Ky., the home of Morgan, just about sundown. After going 
into camp the captain and myself started out to find if possible a more com- 
fortable place to sleep than the tents afforded. We came to a fine looking 
house and grounds surrounding and we decided to try for lodgings. We were 
met at the door and very hospitably invited in and upon making our wants 
known were given a good supper and comfortable beds and the next morning 
a splendid breakfast. No pay would be accepted by the mistress of the house, 
she saying, ‘It is for the cause.’ You can imagine our surprise and almost 
alarm when she told us she was Mrs. John Morgan. She allayed our fears by 
further stating that her svmpathies were with the North.” 


Mr. Kenton was discharged on account of disability from Madison, Ind., 
with the rank of quarter master sergeant. 


In 1866 he married Ellen Alexander, of Madison, Ind. In 1877 he moved 
to Larned, Kans., where he worked at his trade and later conducted a gro- 
cery store in Iuka, Kans. In 1893 he moved to Madison, Ill., then to Decatur 
in 1894. In 1902 he purchased the property in Forsyth and moved into it. In 
1905 he moved to Decatur, where he lived until 1907, when he moved back to 
Forsyth. In 1909 he moved to Decatur, where he resided until his death in 
1910, followed closely by the death of his widow. They had the following 
children: William, Omar, James R. and Ivy. 


R. KENTON, M.D.—Born in Rushville, Ind., July 5, 1870. Moved with 

his parents to Larned, Kans., in 1877. He attended the public schools and 
also Poole’s Private school in that place until 1893, when he went to Salt Lake 
City, Utah, where he learned the trade of coach painter. 


In 1896 he entered the Indianapolis Medical College, where he attended 
lectures for two years. He took his last year’s medical study in the Beaumont 
Hospital Medical College in St. Louis, Mo., where he graduated in 1899. He 
followed his profession in Decatur for one year, then opened an office in For- 
syth. In 1903 he moved to Raymond, IIl., where he now resides and enjoys 
a lucrative practice. 


He married Miss Mollie Raymond of Indianapolis, Ind., in 1902. To them 
were born two children, Harold and Bruce. 
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RIC KLITZ—Born in Slisvig, Huidding county, Denmark, May 1, 1850. 

Came to America in 1871 and to Livingston county, Ill, where he worked 
on a farm for two years, when he came to Decatur and for a time worked in 
a rolling mill and later in various counties as a farm laborer. In 1906 he moved 
to Forsyth, where he is at present engaged in the poultry business. 


RS. CHRISTINA MULLER KAUFFMAN—Born in Wurtemberg, Jet- 

tenbach, Germany, Feb. 16, 1841. Came to America in 1856. In 1858 
she married John Kauffman, who in 1861 enlisted in Co. H, 7th New Jersey 
Vol. Inf., was wounded in the battle of Williamsburg and died May 7, 1862, 
leaving his widow and two children, Rose and John. In 1879 Mrs. Kauffman 
moved to her present home in Forsyth. 


UCIEN N. LINDSEY, M.D.—Born July 31, 1877, near Casner, Ill. His 
father, Martin D, was a native of Perry county, Illinois, and came to Macon 


county in 1866 and was married to Lydia A. Travis of Macon county, III, in 
1873. 


Dr. Lindsey spent his boyhood on the farm with his father. He finished 
the country school course and followed it by three years in Northwestern 
Normal at Bushnell, graduating in the teacher’s course, after which he taught 
school for two years in Macon county. He entered the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, St. Louis, Mo., graduating after a four year course in 1905. He 
located in Forsyth in May of the same year and at once entered into a large 
and lucrative practice. 


He united in marriage with Miss Bessie McDonald of Macon county, Sept. 


14, 1905. 


SA MALOTT—Born in Hamiiton county, Indiana, May 3, 1838. Was 
reared on the farm and educated in the public schools. Came to Douglas 


county, Illinois, in 1857, and worked on a farm for two years. Returned to 
Indiana and married Miss N. J. Chance Oct. 18, 1873. 


Some years later moved to Montgomery county, Kansas, and farmed four 
years, then returned to Indiana and farmed in Scott county until 1897. He 
then came to Macon county and resided on the old Forsyth farm now owned 
by David Patterson. After four years he moved to Forsyth, where he now 
resides. His children are Mary E., John Ellsworth, William E., Jessie T 
and Ivy M. 


ILLIAM MAROQUES—Born in Posey county, Indiana, Nov. 24, 1830. 
Came to Rushville, Schuyler county, Ill., when 10 years old. Later he 
moved to Pike county, then moved to a farm southeast of Maroa, where he 
remained until 1892, when he retired from farm work and moved to Forsyth, 
where he died Feb. 27, 1908. 
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He married Miss Chloe M. Covey April 20, 1854. To them were born 
thirteen children, as follows: Mary, Henry, Leonard, William, Emily, Oliver 
Ellen, James, Alfred, Albert, Prudence, Elizabeth and Ralph. 
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OSEPH S. MILLER—Born in Greenbrier county, Va. March 8, 1816. 

Moved to Jackson county, Ohio, in 1822. In early life he followed the 
business of stock dealer. frequently driving cattle to New York City. In 1871 
he came to Forsyth, where he built a house across from the M. E. church 
and lived there until 1883, when he sold out and moved to Dakota. He was the 
first settler in Miller township, named for him. He died in Britton, South 
Dakota, Feb. 10, 1893, and his wife Feb. 5, 1906. 


He was married to Mary Stains Dec. 15, 1853. To this union were born 
seven children: Eleanor, Edgar, Anna, Mary, Joseph. Dutton and Alice. 


R. ALBERT E. MOWRY—Born in Mattoon, IIl., September 26, 1873. 

Came to Forsyth with his parents some years later. Finished the public 
school course and also the Decatur High School, graduating in 1890. He 
entered the employ of the Illinois Central railroad as agent at Forsyth. In 
1894 he entered the Northwestern Medical College of Chicago and took a 
four year course, graduating in 1898. He enlisted for service in the Spanish- 
American war on May 21 of that year in the First Illinois Cavalry and was 
appointed Assistant Surgeon and served until October 11, 1898, when he was 
with his regiment discharged at Fort Sheridan, near Chicago. He resumed 
the practice of his profession with offices at 3505 Indiana avenue, Chicago. 


He was married to Miss Ruth P. Lehman of Forsyth on July 29, 1901. 
To them was born a daughter, Marion. 


McCORD—Born in Bethany, Ill., Sept. 26, 1872. Educated in the public 

schools and learned the trade of blacksmith in his father’s shop in Beth- 
any. Removed to Forsyth in 1909. He married Miss Cora Jackson of Beth- 
any, Ill, May 30, 1895. They have the following children: Viola, Florence 
and Ethel. 


MBS. SARAH McKAY—Daughter of Abram and Margaret Hornback, born 

Feb. 15, 1860, on a farm northwest of Decatur. Married A. Doran in 
1878 and went to housekeeping on a farm near Boiling Springs church. To 
them were born three sons: Guy, Ray and Don. 


Mr. Doran died April 18, 1886, and on July 29, 1888, Mrs. Doran married 
R. F. McKay. To them were born Mabel, Clifton and Blanche. Mr. McKay 
died April 1, 1907, in Forsyth, where his widow and family now reside. 
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LZA McMILLAN—Born in Belmont county, Ohio, Sept. 4, 1851.. Edu- 

cated in the common schools and Bellefontaine High School. His time 
between school years and for some years after graduation was spent in various 
mercantile positions. In 1871 he came to Illinois and for a number of years 
he farmed with his brother, Tames: €. 


He married Louisa J. Dillinger of Macon county and went to housekeep- 
ing on the Joseph Arthur farm west of Forsyth. Later he moved to War- 
rensburg, where he was engaged in business for four years, then he moved to 
Forsyth and entered his brother’s store, where he was employd for twelve 
years. He then moved to Decatur, where his wife died in 1894. They had 


the following children: Laura, Etta, Lola, Vann and Amy. 


AMES C. McMILLAN—Born in Belmont county, Ohio, in 1848. Educated 

in the common schools and in Hopedale college, Harrison county, Ohio, 
later graduating from Duffs Business college in Pittsburg, Pa. In 1868 he 
moved to Illinois and followed the vocation of school teacher for several years, 
teaching at Pleasant View, Malone, Hickory Point and Forsyth. 


In 1871 he united in marriage with Matilda Bishop. He about this time 
commenced farming on the John Ivans’ farm northwest of Forsyth, later 
moving to the Hays farm north of Decatur, where he lived for two years. fle 
then moved to Forsyth and engaged in the grocery business with Edward 
Weilepp until ill health compelled his retirement from business. He died in 
1892. He is survived by the widow and the following children: John M, Louis 
C, Clara and James. 


Jos BENTON PARKHURST —Born in Murphysboro, Tenn., Sept. 4, 1827. 
Moved to Franklin, Ind., with his parents in 1835, and to Effingham county, 
Illinois, in 1838.. His father died in 1841 and he returned to Indiana. 


He married Miss Mary Spears in 1847. She died in 1864 and in 1865 he 
married Miss Nancy Ann Leach. In 1866 they moved to Effingham county, 
Illinois, and in 1871 to Macon county, locating near Maroa, where they were 
engaged in farming until their removal to Forsyth, where they now reside. 


They have a family of five children. 


DAVID PLANK—Born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, Sept. 24, 1822. 

Learned the trade of blacksmith and followed it as journeyman until his 
removal to Decatur in 1856, where he was engaged in business for eleven 
years. He then bought property in Forsyth and moved to it in 1868. 


Mr. Plank was a very skillful workman and a very pleasant gentleman as 
well and he succeeded from the start and enjoyed the respect as well as 
patronage of a large circle of friends. 
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He married Mary A. Knisley of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, in 1844. 
To them were born nine children. His wife died in 1889 and he passed into 
the beyond in 1905. 


ANIEL M. PARKHURST—His parents were Rhoderick Parkhurst and 

Charlotte Knight Parkhurst, natives of Tennessee. They moved to John- 
son county, Indiana, near Franklin, where Daniel was born, June 2, 1847. Seven 
years later his parents moved to Effingham county, Illinois, near Ewington, 
the old county seat of that county. He attended the district schools during 
the winter months and worked with his father on the farm in summer until 
Aug. 2, 1862, when he enlisted for three years’ service in Co. A, 26th Ill. Vol. 
Inf., and was sent to Camp Yates at Springfield and then to Jefferson Bar- 
tacks, St.Louis, Mo: 


He was transferred to Holly Springs, then to Colliersville, Tenn., where 
the regiment went into winter quarters. May 1, 1863 he was sent to Mississip- 
pi, where he took part in the Vicksburg and Jackson, Miss., campaign. He 
was transferred by boat to Memphis, Tenn., then marched through to Chat- 
tanooga. He took part in the battles of Lookout Mountain and Mission Ridge 
and then marched to Scottsboro, Alabama, where the regiment went into 
winter quarters. When the regiment broke camp and joined Sherman on his 
march through Georgia he went with his command, taking part in all the 
battles, including Big Shanty, Dallas, Kenesaw Mountain and Atlanta. After 
Atlanta was captured Sherman started for the sea and the subject of this sketch 
marched with his regiment to Savannah, where on Dec. 25, 1864, it took boat 
for Buford, South Carolina. The army then started through the Carolinas, 
having an engagement at Roanoke. While at Raleigh the news of the assassin- 
ation of President Lincoln was received. The regiment went into camp for 
four weeks and then marched to Washington, D. C., taking part in the Grand 
Review, April, 1865. He was then transferred to Louisville, Ky., where he 
was mustered out after two months time. He came to Camp Butler, Spring- 
field, where he was discharged in July, 1865, and came home immediately after. 


His father having died during his service in the army Daniel took charge 
of the farm and remained there until 1872, when ill health compelled him to 
retire. He moved to near Maroa, Macon county, where he lived seven years 
with relatives, after which he and his mother moved to Cincinnati, Washing- 
ton county, Arkansas, where they lived for two years. He moved to his present 
home in Forsyth Aug. 16, 1881, where his mother died in 1886. 


In 1883 he married Mary Hornback of Hickory Point township, and by 
this union had issue as follows: Effie, Alvin, deceased; Myrtle, Pearl, Troy, 
- and Ruth. Mrs. Parkhurst died in 1902. 


Mr. Parkhurst is a Democrat in politics. He served as postmaster under 
President Cleveland from 1893 to 1897. He served his township as clerk for 
sixteen years and was school director for twelve years, and also was agent 
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for the Illinois Traction System in Forsyth for four years. He is a charter 
member of Starlight Lodge, No. 235, Knights of Pythias. He enjoys the con- 
fidence and respect of all who know him. 


ENRY REESER—Born in York county, Pennsylvania, May 6, 1843. He 

spent the usual time in the country schools and when of age he learned 
the carpenter trade and worked as journeyman for a number of years. He 
married Dec. 10, 1866, Martha Yoder, who was born near Wooster, Wayne 
county, Ohio, Aug. 12, 1846. Shortly after he moved to the Gulick farm two 
miles north of Decatur, Ill., and farmed there for three years. He then moved 
back to York county, Pennsylvania, and lived there for twelve years, when he 
came to Illinois again to the Samuel Weaver farm, where he lived and farmed 
until 1902, when he made sale and retired from active life, moving to his 
present residence in Forsyth. 


They had children as follows: Ada, William, Anna, Mary, James, Eliza- 
beth, Henry Jr., Louise and Millie. 


REDERICK RISER—Came to Forsyth with his wife and daughter, Eliza- 

beth, in 1867. He engaged in farming until 1890, when he retired from 
active life. He died Feb. 17, 1906, and his widow some time after moved to 
Decatur, where she died Jan. 15, 1910. 


Their daughter, Elizabeth, married David Irwin and is living in Belle 
Plains, Kans. Their adopted daughter, Eva Carothers, is now living in Decatur. 


H. ROBY—Born in Madison county, Ohio, March 28, 1829. Moved 

with his father to Hardin county, Ohio, where he lived until he reached 
manhood. His education was very limited because of lack of facilities and 
also because he was compelled at a very early age to work to help support his 
parents. In 1852 he married Elizabeth H. Wilkin. To them were born the 
following children: Sarah, Ida, Lora, Curtis, Henry and Albert. 


When the Civil war began Mr. Roby enlisted at Kenton, Ohio, in Co. A, 
2nd Ohio Vol. Inf. He saw service in Virginia and was with General Pope at 
the second battle of Bull Run, where he was taken prisoner while driving an 
ambulance. He was paroled on the field and sent to Columbus, Ohio, where 
he was discharged in the fall of 1862. He then returned to his family and 
worked at the trade of carpenter until the spring of 1864, when he was drafted 
into the army service and assigned to the 110th Ohio with substitutes and 
drafted men and went into active service below Petersburg, Va. His regiment 
was sent to the defense of Washington City when it was threatened by Gen- 
eral Early. He was wounded in the battle of Monacocy and sent to the hos- 
pital at Annapolis, Md. He was discharged from the service in February, 1865. 
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In the fall of 1867 he -and his family came to Macon county, Illinois, and 
began farming and followed that business until old age compelled him to 
retire. About sixteen years ago he purchased his present home and moved to 
it. His wife died March 8, 1909. 


ETER RUSSELL ROGERS—Born in Kentucky in 1831. Came to Pike 

county, Illinois, when quite young. In 1870 he came to Forsyth and lived 
in what is now the H. H. Roby residence. He was a veteran of the Civil war. 
Mrs. Rogers died in Forsyth in 1881 and the subject of this sketch in Louisiana, 
Mo., in 1883. Married Marilda Worley and had issue: Anna, Laura, Lena, 
Blanche, Ruby, Sarah, William and Carl. 


HAS F. RUEHL—Born in Hesse Darmstadt, Germany, Aug. 31, 1832. 

Reared on a farm and educated in public schools. Worked on a farm until 
he came to America in 1852. He landed in Baltimore and went at once to 
Hamilton, Ohio, and then to Logansport, Ind., and to Decatur in 1856. Con- 
ducted a grocery store on Water street for eight years, when he sold out and 
moved to Forsyth, engaging in the lumber and grain business and was agent 
for the Illinois Central railroad for twenty-four years. Moved to Decatur, 
where he now lives a retired life. 


Married first wife, Miss Thekla Stommel, and had two children, Earnest 
and Lillie. Married the second time to Ottillic, sister of first wife, and had the 
following children: Carl, Louis, Max and Harold. 


ORDON SONGER—Born in Virginia. July 4, 1810. Married Malinda 
| Crowel June 16, 1831. Came to Magnolia, Putnam county, Illinois, in 
1835. Came to Macon county in the spring of 1860. He engaged in farming 
until 1864 when he came to Forsyth and erected the first dwelling in the vil- 
lage. His wife died July 29, 1868. Two years later he went to Virginia, where 
he married Mrs. Elizabeth Kipps. He returned to Forsyth and died there 
Jan. 4, 1882, leaving a widow and large family. 


HARLES FREDERICK WEILEPP—Born Dee. 9, 1819, near Halle, Ger- 
many, and was married to Eva Christina Hyer in the year of 1843. In 
1851, with his wife and three children, he came to America and was met in 
New York by his brother-in-law, C. Hess, and went with him to Circleville, 
Ohio. While there he became acquainted with Francis Brown and when Mr. 


Brown moved to Illinois in 1858 Mr. Weilepp accompanied him, settling near 
Blue Mound, III. 


In 1868 he moved one-half mile east of Emery, on a farm owned by the 
Powers’ of Decatur. While living on this place his oldest son, Charles, con- 
tracted consumption and died, and two years later his wife, who had been un- 
tiring in her devotion and care of her boy, was stricken with the same dis- 
ease, and died in February, 1870. 
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Mr. Weilepp, the next year, came to Forsyth with his sons and dauglhiter 
and lived there until 1885. 


Minnie, the eldest daughter, was married to S. D. Smith and now lives in 
St. Jolin Kars. 


Edward, his second son, was the owner of a general store in Forsyth. His 
marriage to Miss Emma Mowry, niece of the late Henry C. Mowry, occurred 
in 1881. He moved to St. John, Kans., and there in December, 1886, his wife 
died and is buried in Greenwood in Decatur, Ill. Edward Weilepp is still a 
resident of St. John, where he is a prosperous business man and an extensive 
land owner. His second wife was Miss Madeline Mckay, of Iowa, and they 
have one son, Gaylord, and one daughter, Lois. 


David Weilepp, the next oldest son, was married to Miss Ida Moon, of 
Forsyth, and they have two sons, Hugh and Harry. For a number of years, 
David Weilepp was one of the most successful farmers of Macon county, but 
several years ago he went to Maroa, where he owns a hardware store, and 
does a large business. 


William Weilepp died of tuberculosis in February, 1887, at the home of his 
brother, David. 


Laura, Mr. Weilepp’s youngest daughter, became the wife of John H. 
McKinley in 1881, going to live one and one-half miles east of Forsyth, where 
she still resides. Mr. McKinley’s death occurred in 1902, and to him and his 
second wife, Laura Weilepp McKinley, were born six children: James, Esther, 
Maude (married to Albert Benton), Walter, Nellie and Mable, who all live 
with their mother with the exception of Mrs. Benton. 


Frank Weilepp, the youngest son, went to Cisco in 1882, to buy grain for 
Day, Sons & Co., of Providence, R. I., under the supervision of H. C. Mowry, 
who was the firm’s western agent. In 1883 he was married to Ada I. Nogle 
and they have four sons and four daughters. Frank Weilepp moved to Decatur 
in 1907 and resides there now. 


Mr Weilepp retired from active work in 1882 and in February, 1886, he 
went to Cisco to live with his son, Frank. In the many years he spent in his 
son’s home he was known far and near for his devotion to his grandchitdren 
and he was highly respected by all who knew him. One of the greatest pleas- 
ures of his latter years was to go to Decatur about once in every month and 
ereet his former neighbors and friends from Forsyth and vicinity. 


In September, 1906, he was called to join his wife, who had preceded him 
almost forty years. Together, with their sons, Charles and Wilham, they are 
buried in the Cumberland cemetery, one mile east of Argenta. 


JOHN J. WARD—Born near Romney, Hampshire county, Virginia, July 1, 
1839. Came with his parents to Illinois in 1845. Educated in the public 
schools of Decatur. Enlisted in Co. A, 41st Ill. Vol. Inf., Aug. 6, 1861, and 
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served until Aug. 8, 1864, when he was discharged. Returned to Decatur and 
entered the wool carding business with a brother. His next business enterprise 
was bridge building in Morgan county. In the spring of 1867 he came to 
Frosyth and entered the employ of Chas. Reuhl in the grain business, where 
he remained until 1876, when he resigned and entered the contracting and 
building business,. He followed this business until 1879, when he removed to 
Owaneco, Ill., where he now resides. 


He married Henrietta V. Songer, April 21, 1869. To them were born: 
Edith, Vida, Marcellus, Myron, Amy, Wilbur, Alma and Charles. 
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PIONEERS 


It has been suggested that we print something about the families 
who were living in this locality when the village was platted. 


Of the families to the south we recall the Sloans, now moved away 
and scattered; the Stewarts, many of whom are now living in this 
region and are of our most substantial citizens; the Lehman, McKinley 
and Cox families lived near neighbors to each other and to the village, 
the descendants are numerous in this neighborhood and make up our 
best families. 


To the east we had the families of Gher, Peters, Taylor, and Durfee, 
all of whom are scattered and gone. 


To the north and west we had Walkers and Hockadays, who were 
the leading families in that day, and their descendents now occupy that 
same proud position. 
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